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Ann Bridges: This Silicon Valley executive re-booted as an 

author of fast-paced international thrillers, winning 2015 Best 

Business Fiction for her debut novel Private Offerings. Its se-

quel, Rare Mettle, inspired the 2018 non-fiction collaboration 

Groundbreaking! Americaôs New Quest for Mineral Independ-

ence. Yet her latest novel, Kitôs Mine, is an unabashed love story 

of freedom against the harsh backdrop 

of 1870 California. Ann is a featured 

speaker at leading business conferences, 

talking about the impact of technology 

worldwide. She lives in San Jose. 

Roberta R. Carr:  After a rewarding 

career in health care, Roberta reinvented 

herself as a full time writer. She creates 

slice-of-life stories that are driven by a 

characterôs emotional journey. Her trav-

el experiences usually weave their way 

into her plots.  Her latest novel, The 

Things We Donôt Say, is a sequel to 

The Bennett Women. She also co-wrote 

a childrenôs book, Vanessaôs Rotten 

Day, with her 10-year-old granddaugh-

ter. Roberta lives in Novato with her 

husband, Andy. 

W. Bruce Cameron is the award-winning # 1 New 

York Times and #1 USA Today Bestselling author of 15 

books, including the A Dogôs Purpose series, A Dogôs 

Way Home, The Dogs of Christmas and the Kirkus 

Award-winning Repo Madness series, among many oth-

ers.  He is the # 1 Dog Book author in the world.  His 

books are international bestsellers and 

have been translated into over 50 lan-

guages.  His books are so highly reader

-rated that he shares, along with only 

one other author (John Steinbeck) the 

distinction of having three novels fea-

tured in Amazonôs physical bookstores, 

where placement in the store is based 

entirely on reader ratings. This makes 

him, as far as Amazon readers are con-

cerned, Americaôs most beloved living 

novelist. 

Cathryn Michon is a screenwriterð

along with her husband author W. Bruce 

Cameronðon all the films made from 

his novels including  A Dogôs Purpose; 

the upcoming film A Dogôs Way Home; 

and the upcoming film A Dogôs Jour-

ney. She is also a film director: she 

produced, directed and co-wrote the film 

Cook Off!, in which she also stars.   

She co-wrote and directed the film Muf-

fin Top: A Love Story, in which she stars.  She is a for-

mer member of Chicagoôs Second City, a stand-up comic, 

and the author of the nationally-bestselling feminist mem-

oir, The Girl Genius Guide To Life.  

Larry Gerston, one of our authors in 
2011, returns as our moderator. He is 

professor emeritus of political science at 

San Jose State and the political analyst at NBC Bay Area. Alt-

hough he continues to teach and write academic books, he has 

become a childrenôs author. His latest is Wendell The Working 

Worm. Larry lives with his wife in Los Gatos.  

 

29 th  Lunch With The Authors   
Presented by Santa Clara Valley Brandeis National Committee With 

support from the Assistance League ® of San Jose.  
Wednesday, April 17, 2019 10:30 am -3:30 pm  VILLA RAGUSA -Campbell  

Proceeds will benefit BNCôs Campaign Magnify the Mind, neuroscience research at Brandeis University. 

 
Trivia Night FUNdraiser Saturday, March 16, 2019 Foothill Center, The Villages. see page 3  

March 4, 2019       Board Meeting 
March 16, 2019 .   Trivia and Silent Auction Night 
April 1, 2019          Board Meeting 
April 4, 2019          TheatreWorks' free ticket  
April 17, 2019        29th Lunch With the Authors   NO STUDY GROUPS 

Minimum Donation-$80 Bookmarks (special donors)-begins $100.  

To verify that you are on the mailing list contact Rocki Kramer-rockik@sbcglobal.net 

mailto:rockik@sbcglobal.net
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Dear Brandeis Members, 
 

On February 21, Fred Stern once again presented one of his delightfully creative musical programs.  This year it 

was Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers in dance movies, using video clips and commentary. Every year Fredôs au-

dience keeps getting larger requiring a bigger hall.   This year it was held in the Villagesô auditorium. Spring is 

right around the corner, and we have lots of activities coming up.   Donôt miss the fun-filled event, our Trivia 

and Silent Auction Fundraiser with prizes and treats. For details, see page 3. On April 4, Iris Drotman once again will be getting 

us free tickets to TheatreWorks to enjoy Hershey Felderôs Claude Debussyôs Paris Love Story.  For further details, see page 5. 

Invitations are out for Lunch with the Authors on April 17.  This is our 29th annual extravaganza planned by Rocki Kramer and 

her committee.  All study groups are called off on this day.  Enjoy your spring events! 

 

Mindy Frankel and I recently returned from the BNC Western Regional Meeting in Woodland Hills, CA that was held January 20

-22, 2019. Iôm so excited to report about this wonderful event. Over this interactive day and a half, we had the opportunity to meet 

Brandeis faculty, staff and alumni and learn about the latest developments at the University. We engaged in informative work-

shops and leadership sessions with BNC chapter leaders and members from across the region and the country. This forum provid-

ed a unique opportunity to share valuable insights, best practices, challenges and successes with fellow members. 

  
We managed to arrive just in time on Sunday evening for the cocktail hour and welcoming dinner presented by Madalyn Fried-

berg, National President, and Beth Bernstein, Executive Director. My mentor, Janice Fineman, was, unfortunately, unable to at-

tend after her flight was cancelled at the last minute due to bad weather. Thankfully, Madalyn stepped in and became my substi-

tute mentor.  Mindy and I were delighted to meet her and Beth, as well as many of the other chapter members who were attending.  
 

Monday morning started off with a social hour and continental breakfast, followed by the BNC Leadership Forum. Presidents 

from the San Diego, San Fernando, Conejo Valley, Los Angeles, Tucson and Phoenix chapters were all in attendance. We dis-

cussed mutual problems such as engaging members, board members and committee chairs  participation in fundraising efforts.  
 

Joshua Trachtenberg, Assistant Professor, presented ñMagnifying the Mind - Exploring the Living Brainò and how important this 

campaign is for Brandeisô research. He presented photos of the microscope that they are hoping to acquire to do deep brain neuro-

logical research. Following this, David Chused, Assistant VP for Advancement Initiatives and our Strategic Philanthropic Advi-

sor, presented the new ñ70 for 70ò initiative for planned gifts, celebrating our 70th anniversary.  
 

A highlight was the Awards Luncheon where the Louis B. Brandeis  ñThe Louieò  awards were presented to the Conejo Valley 

Chapter and our own Santa Clara Valley Chapter. After lunch, faculty speaker, Don Katz, Professor of Psychology, gave a very 

interesting presentation about perception vs. reality. We then attended workshops where we discussed Best Practices, Initiatives, 

Models for Success, Challenges and Opportunities, Membership, Fundraising, Leadership, Events and Presidents Corner Forums. 
 

Tuesdayôs program started with a panel of Presidents sharing their chapterôs successes and challenges, followed by a Q & A ses-

sion for all in attendance. A decision was made that the Western Region chapters would have more contact with the National 

Committee via teleconferencing on a regular basis.  It was also decided that the next regional meeting will be held in April 2020 

in Phoenix. The meeting then adjourned at Noon. 

 

As your President, it was my honor and privilege to be able to represent our chapter by accepting the ñLouieò and to learn and 

explore more about Brandeis University and the Brandeis Committee.  
 

Fondly, 

Sandy Brooks, President 

Presidentõs Letter                                        Sandy Brooks   1-408-771-5277                       especiallysandy@gmail.com                                                    
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¢ƘŜ ƻŶŎŜǊǎΣ ōƻŀǊŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴǘŀ /ƭŀǊŀ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ  ƻŦ .b/  ǿƛǎƘΥ 

To Welcome New Members: 

Bonnie and Bob Mandell 9043 Village View San Jose, CA 95135 954-563-3733 bbmann44@gmail.com 
Helga and Franz Spickhoff;  8634 American Oak Dr., San Jose, CA; 408-270-2711 hspickhoff@yahoo.com 

 Congratulations to: 

Judy Sack on the birth of her great granddaughter, Lilith Illowsky Burriesci 

Get Well: 

Harvey Sherman recuperating from surgery 
Rob Kirschbaum recuperating from surgery 
Rita Loren recuperating from a bad fall  

Thinking of you: 

Brandeis Briefs é.                                                           Rita Loren, 408-379-8681, ritaloren@sbcglobal.net  

MEMBERSHIP UPDATES                                              Jan Silver,  1-408-274-6605  grannyjts@aol.com 

Welcome New Members: 

Helga and Franz Spickhoff;  8634 American Oak Dr., San Jose, CA; 408-270-2711 hspickhoff@yahoo.com  

Bonnie and Bob Mandell 9043 Village View San Jose, CA 95135 954-563-3733 bbmann44@gmail.com 

Heartfelt condolences to:  
Barbara Levine on the passing of her beloved husband, Joel 
Darrel Kelly on the passing of his beloved wife, Tamara  

 LOUIS  BRANDEIS PORTRAIT CARD (CHAI)  

Darrel Kelly  In memory of his wife, Tamara Janet Atkins 

Darrel Kelly  In memory of his wife, Tamara Judy Stein 

Darrel Kelly In memory of his wife, Tamara Joyce Mendel 

Barbara Levine In memory of her husband Joel Joyce Mendel 

Barbara Levine   In memory of her husband Joel Judy Stein 

 GOLDFARB LIBRARY AT NIGHT   

Darrel Kelly  In memory of his wife, Tamara  Sandy Brooks 

Darrel Kelly  In memory of his wife, Tamara  Yetta Miller  

Recipient     Message Donor 

BOOK FUND 

mailto:hspickhoff@yahoo.com
mailto:hspickhoff@yahoo.com
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 ART Museum TOUR Group                                       by Barbara Tommaney  

A trip to the DeYoung Museum is scheduled for  March 7th to see both exhibits, Gauguin and Monet.  

For more information please contact me at 408-238-1247. 

3IBU B \FBM7 
Our Chapterôs Study Groups - One fee per year for all study groups.  

Just $35.00 per person or $60.00 for two people in the same household! Most chapters charge for indi-
vidual study groups $20+. Please send your Study Group Fee Check payable to BNC to Jan Silver 
5526 Cribari Circle, San Jose, CA 95135 or give your check to one of your study group leaders. 
The information you will need for all the groups may be found  on our  Website 
www.brandeissantaclara.org under events.  For further questions, do not hesitate to contact Joey 
Stern, Study Group Vice President, at 408-238-4890 or sternjo@pacbell.net 

New Study Group on the History of Israel Begins   

Our new study group, ñUnderstanding the History of Israelò had its first meeting on Tuesday, January 8 at 7:00pm in 

the Cribari Conference Room at the Villages. This group is lead by Israel Littman and will be meeting the 2nd Tues-

day of the month.  Each meeting includes a one-hour film, followed by a half hour of discussion, questions and an-

swers. Israel is using a series of films that cover the history of Israel starting from 1895 and ending with the birth of 

the state of Israel in 1948. If you are interested in attending this study group, contact Israel at  irl856@gmail.com or 

call him at 291-573-0747. 

TheatreGoers  
Iris does it again!  This time she got free tickets for us for  
The Music of Romance--a Paris Love Story  
featuring the music of Claude Debussy, written and performed by 
Hershey Felder. This is a World Premier where Hershey Felder takes us 
on his own journey as he explores the life and music of impressionist 
composer, Claude Debussy.  Tickets go very quickly, so call Iris as soon as possible.   
The Important Information to know is: 
Where:   TheatreWorks at the Mountain View Center for Performing Arts 
When:    Thursday evening April 4, 2019. 
Time:     Suggested arrival time: 7:15-7:30; the show starts at 8:00pm  
How:      CALL Iris 1-925-201-7507 after 10:00am and before 11:00pm. 
Donôt be a ñno-showò!  If you canôt make the show, please call Iris so that your ticket can be used for the 
wait list.  Thank you! 
All tickets will be given out in the lobby by Iris and/or her helpers on the evening of the Performance. 
Do not e-mail Iris, she rarely reads her e-mail. 

Study Groups Corner  By Joey Stern, Study Group VP 

http://www.brandeissantaclara.org
mailto:irl856@gmail.com
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New Address?  New Phone Number? New Email Address?   

Please report all changes to: Jan Silver,  1-408-274-6605  grannyjts@aol.com 

Co-Editor 

Co-Editor 

Design/layout 

Circulation  

Coordinator 

Joyce Mendel 

Judy Stein 

Judy Eskinazi 

Yvette Katz 

Judy Rogers 

Please note that if we are missing any information 
regarding our members, please notify us.   

The Bulletin editors, Joyce Mendel and Judy Stein.   
Thank you! 

 

 

OFFICERS       

PRESIDENT Sandy Brooks 1-408-771-5277 especiallysandy@gmail.com 

VP MEMBERSHIP Marcy Forman 1-408-274-9036 marcyforman@sbcglobal.net 

VP MEMBERSHIP Arlene Lapidus 1-703-967-3627 boblapidus@gmail.com 

VP STUDY GROUPS Joey Stern 1-408-238-4890 sternjo@pacbell.net 

TREASURER Janet Truman 1-408-238-3803 bubbetruman@gmail.com 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY Janis Silver 1-408-274-6605 grannyjts@aol.com 

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY Mindy Frankel 1-408-504-1910 mindy.frankel@gmail.com 

MARKETING COMMUNICATIONS Judy Eskinazi 1-408-239-0214 Yudit1@yahoo.com 

RECORDING SECRETARY CO-CHAIR Marcie Pais 1-408-622-4600 paismarcie@gmail.com 

RECORDING SECRETARY CO-CHAIR Marty Hutchinson 1-408-622-4600 paismarcie@gmail.com 

Remy Pessah sends Kudos to Israel Littman for giving a super and detailed class 
on the State of Israel Study. 
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Actor Tony Shalhoub visited the Brandeis campus Sunday where he met 
with students and participated in a Q-and-A session. 

Shalhoub's performances for television, film and the stage have earned 
him Emmy, Grammy and Tony awards, and recently a Screen Actors Guild 
Award for his role in the Amazon Video series "The Marvelous Mrs. 
Maisel." He implored students to hone their skills in all three performance 
mediums. 

"I would encourage young people to do theater because there is nothing 
like it as a training ground and an opportunity to take bigger risk and ex-
pand your range, but to also work in film and television, even if it is their 
own projects," he said. "Now, everybody can do that. That wasn't the case when I was coming up." 

Shalhoub was interviewed by Graduate School of Arts and Sciences Dean Eric Chasalow and then took questions from 
the capacity crowd during the hour-long event at the Wasserman Cinematheque. He reflected on how his work on televi-
sion series like "Wings," "Monk," and now "The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel" have made him a familiar face across America. 

"When Wings ended, I was recognized as Antonio Scarpacci. I was worried about how I was going to move on from that 
image. I wanted to do other things," he said. "Then Monk came along, it began to unravel that image. Then Monk went 
eight seasons, and I was just Monk. ... It's great but it can work against you as an actor. Then Maisel came along, and 
maybe it's starting to unravel that image. Who knows what will be next." 

He said the relationship of the cast and crew on ñMrs. Maiselò is unlike anything heôs experienced before. 

ñThereôs a connection on Maisel thatôs kind of different. It is so cohesive,ò he said. ñThere is a real exhilarating feeling 
when we are all together, on screen and off screen, thatôs at a level Iôve never experienced before.ò 

He named three roles he would like to do some time in the future: King Lear, the father in the Harold Pinter play ñThe 
Homecoming,ò and some kind of a World War II film. 

ñMy real dream is to play a role I havenôt even imagined yet, that something will come along that I would be unlikely to 
play,ò he said. ñMaybe someone is writing something out there right now thatôs unknown.ò 

The visit to campus was sponsored and organized by the Film, Television and Interactive Media program. 

Monday, February 18, 2019    
By Jarret Bencks Feb. 11, 2019 

Photo/Heratch Ekmekjian 
Shalhoub speaks with students after the event. 

Visit our Website For the Photo Gallery  www.brandeissantaclara.org  

https://www.brandeis.edu/gsas/
https://www.brandeis.edu/its/services/classrooms-learning-spaces/wasserman.html
https://www.brandeis.edu/film/
mailto:jbencks@brandeis.edu

