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Brandeis University 
National Committee of Santa Clara Valley Proudly Presents 

Study Groups Showcase ó15 
Featuring Flamenco Dancers and Guitarist 

 
 

Wednesday 9/30/15, 11:00AM  

The Villages Golf and Country Club, Clubhouse Fairway Room, San Jose, CA 95135  
 

MENU  

APPETIZER: Gazpacho Soup   

CHOICE OF: 

                                                                 DESSERT 

COST: $35                                                                          See page 14 for details 

 
____ 
 
Complete this form and send it with a $35 check payable to BNC to  

Gail Fisher, 9060 Village View Loop,  San Jose, CA 95135-2175  
or charge to your house number, no later than August 27th, 2015 

$7.00 is tax deductible to the extent allowed by law  

Name of attendee(s) ................................................................................................................................. 

Phone........................................................................Email....................................................................................... 

Menu choice  

Warm Salmon Salad.......... Paella............ Vegetarian Quiche .............  

Questions? Call Gail at 1-408-238-3899; Mindy at 1-408-504-1910  

Proceeds benefit Neuro-degenerative research at Brandeis University 

Viva España  

Warm Salmon Salad  

Capers, Mango, Cucumbers 
Dressing on Table:  
Ginger Lime Dressing 

Paella  
Chicken & White Fish,  

Saffron Rice, Red Peppers,  
Peas & Mushrooms 

Vegetarian Quiche  
Spinach  
and  

Seasonable Vegetables  
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August 26        TheatreWorks:  The Country House 
August 31        Board Meeting 
September 10  New Membersô Luncheon 

September 30  Study group Showcase Viva España  

October 20       Brandeis Bonus: Lois Tager 
March 31 ó16    Lunch with the Authors  

Board Meeting 

MAKE YOUR VOICE HEARD! 
COME TO OUR OPEN BOARD MEETINGS. 

NEXT MEETING 

Monday, 8/31/15 First Meeting of the Year  
NOTE DATE CHANGE  

9:30 Breakfast - 10:00 Business Meeting 

Dennyôs Restaurant, 1140 Hillsdale Ave, San Jose. 

To be on the agenda Contact:   

Janet Atkins , 1-408-270-6127 JA42151@gmail.com 

 

Can you believe summer is coming to an end?  Brandeis is gearing up for a busy fall.  Showcase is  

September 30.  Gail Fisher, Mindy Frankel and Joey Stern have been working to have a wonderful 

extravaganza to ñshowcaseò our study groups! Glenda Dennis is working on a Bonus Event for  

October 20. 

Glenda Dennis contacted Lois Tager, a Brandeis Member, to present  a  Bonus Event on Tuesday, 

October 20, 10:30 AM at the Saratoga Library.  She wrote a book entitled:  

What to do With Your Stuff: A Guide to Decisions About Personal Possessions and Life Choices. 

 

In June, I went to Brandeis University for a leadersô meeting.  What a wonderful experience!  It was a couple of 

days complete with a campus tour, meeting students and faculty, and other Brandeis Chapter leaders. 

I even attended some classes and came away inspired with new ideas and friends.  Ask me about it at some of 

our upcoming events. I hope you enjoyed lox and bagels at the Villages Fourth of July celebration.  Joyce Mendel 

outdid herself coordinating the sale with Hadassah.  We were sold out by 9:30 AM. The only complaints I heard 

were from those who didnôt get to our booth soon enough!  Marcy and Ed Forman drove the BNC float in the pa-

rade.  Thanks to all who made the day so successful. 

 

What is summer without a BarBQ ? Thank you Marcie Pais and Joey Stern for helping to organize our ñBrandeis 

Picnicò at Gazebo Park.  I enjoyed the laughter, music, good food, and friendly faces.  What more is needed? 

Camp Brandeis took place on August 3 at the Village Cribari.  We had a fun time getting to know one-an-other 

and helping to plan our new season. 

 

I hope to see many of you at Showcase.  Enjoy the end of summer. 

tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ [ŜǧŜǊ                                             Janet Atkins         JA42151@gmail.com 

Our new campaign is called the BNC Scholarship Campaign. Our goal over the next two 

years is to raise $1 million dollars for the campaign to provide scholarships to ensure that 

the best and brightest students are able to enroll at Brandeis. We appreciate your support. 

mailto:JA42151@gmail.com
mailto:JA42151@gmail.com
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Brandeis  Confidential                                                  By Iz Truman  

 

                            How Deep is the Ocean, How High is the Sky? 

 

I donôt know the answer, yet I can sing the songébut not very well.   Truth be told, I donôt 
much care about the ocean as long as my bathing suit stays on and the sharks keep 
away. However, when college costs appear to be reaching higher and higher levels each 
year, perhaps we had all better start worrying.   
  

And, since you asked, I do have some personal experience when it comes to college costs.  Letôs go 
back about umpteen years to the time I enrolled as a freshman at New York University.  I sat my fa-
ther down at the kitchen table and gave him the bad news that tuition at NYU was, if I remember cor-
rectly, something like $10 (or $15) per credit.  The numbers may be off a little, but for the times they 
were not insignificant. The one saving grace of our discussion was the fact that to keep costs down I 
intended to live at home.  My father sighed and agreed to cover half of my tuition while I paid the rest 
from my summer and part-time earnings. (And, although it has nothing to do with this article, I have to 
tell you that Florence Rosenblatt and Tinette Parnes, not only beautiful ladies, but very good friends 
of mine, also signed up at NYU and the three of us shared a locker. Donôt ask!) 
  
All of the above is prelude to telling you about an editorial I read in a Brandeis publication, The Jus-
tice. The title caught my eye, ñEDITORIAL: Demand end to significant tuition hikes.ò The editorial be-
gan this way, ñAs is standard procedure in higher education, Executive Director for Integrated Media 
Bill Schaller announced a 3.7 percent rise in tuition, room and board on Monday for the 2015 to 2016 
academic year.  The  total cost of attendance of our prestigious socially-just University, including tui-
tion, room and board, will be approximately $65,300.ò  The editorial goes on to say that the annual 
tuition increase-not only at Brandeis but across the country-has become so matter of fact that it ought 
to belong with other financial news in Forbes opposed to the Chronicle of Higher Education.  To this I 
can only add what Abraham Lincoln used to say, ñWhat else is new?ò 
  
Representatives of Brandeis fly on El Alôs maiden Boston to Tel Aviv flight. 
Yes, I agree it is some sort of valid recognition to be included on El Alôs inaugural flight from Bos-
ton.  And, as perks go, Brandeis representatives certainly deserve the honor.  Still, wouldnôt it have 
been an even grander gesture had they asked the author of this column to go along?  
 
And, finally: I want to congratulate Lisa M. Lynch, a world-renowned economist who has as-
sumed the position of interim president of Brandeis University effective July 1.  Lynch has served as 
Brandeis University provost and senior vice president for academic affairs since October 2014, and is 
the Maurice B. Hexter Professor of Social and Economic Policy.   
See you all next time. 



 

4 

www.santaclarabnc.org       3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ-/ÃÔÏÂÅÒ ςπρυ 

Brandeis Makes a Big Hit on July 4 at The Villages                                         Joyce Mendel and Marcy Forman 

Members of our Brandeis chapter and Hadassah from the Villages joined together to have a Bagel, Cream Cheese and Lox Sale 

at the annual 4th of July celebration in the Villages of San Jose.  Even among the many food booths, we SOLD OUT our supply 

by 9:30am.  Not only did we have fun, but we even made some money for both worthy groups. It was great PR as well.  A spe-

cial thank you goes to Ed Forman who got up at the crack of dawn to pick up our bagels. 

Kudos to the busy Ed Forman who prepared his golf cart to enter the Fourth of July Parade.  Cy Axelrad once again designed the 

cart with her lively art work and huge Brandeis sign.  Ed and Marcy threw candy to the excited crowd while driving along the 

parade path.   

A huge thank you to all of the Brandeis committee who helped to make our July Fourth entrance into the Villages annual parade 

both by co-working with Hadassah on our bagel sale as well as our golf cart appearance ï what a proud day it was for us! 

MEMBERSHIP UPDATES                                     

 

Welcome New Members 

Sharon Benz, 8659 American Oak Drive, San Jose, CA  95135, 1-408-223-6882  sabenz@sbcglobal.net 

Elizabeth Devincenzi, 9012 Village View Drive, San Jose, CA 95135, 1-408-531-1031 bethdevincenzi@gmail.com 

Arlene and Bob Lapidus, 6271 Blauer Lane San Jose, CA  95135, 703-967-3627 boblapidus@gmail.com 

Carol Levitt, 3311 Lake Albano Circle San Jose, CA  95135, 1-408-532-8991 cjlevitt@aol.com  

Judy E. Rogers Neece, 8748 McCarty Ranch Dr. San Jose, CA 95135-2167, 1-408-960-6300 judyrms@gmail.com 

Carolyn Terrill, 8032 Pinot Noir Ct. San Jose, CA  95135, 1-408-223-9819 golfbagsct@gmail.com 
 

Changes of Contact Information  

Sharon Kundinôs new phone number 1-408-440-1288 

Emery Fabriôs new e-mail address: emfab2@comcast.net 

Diane Fabriôs new e-mail address dianefabri1@gmail.com 
 

Mˏʸɧˏrˀ˓˔ʜ Dʀeʟ 
Our new fiscal year began July 1, and it is renewal time for BNC membership. We appreciate your continued  

philanthropic support of the university, its students, faculty, research, and libraries.  

Mail check payable to BNC to Janice Silver 5526 Cribari Circle, San Jose, CA 95135.  

Questions? contact Janis at 1-408-274-6605, or grannyjts@aol.com         

 
NEW AND  PROSPECTIVE  MEMBERS   
On Thursday, September 10, 11:00-2:00, we will host all new and prospective members with a lunch at the 

home of Judy Eskinazi 7819 Prestwick Circle, San Jose, Glen Arden Village at The Villages.  

You will learn of all the personal, community, and Brandeis benefits and opportunities available to you with 

your Santa Clara Valley BNC membership.  Contact Membership chair Gail Fisher with the names of prospective 

members or if you are a new member who has not been contacted.  Gail can be reached at 1-408-238-3899           

Ed Forman   

Liz Dietz and  

Pat LeRocker;  

in the bottom row:  

Marcy Forman   

President Janet  Atkins  

New Address? New Phone Number? New E-mail Address?  

Please report all changes to: 

Jan Silver,  1-408-274-6605  grannyjts@aol.com 

mailto:sabenz@sbcglobal.net
mailto:bethdevincenzi@gmail.com
mailto:boblapidus@gmail.com
mailto:cjlevitt@aol.com
mailto:judyrms@gmail.com
mailto:golfbagsct@gmail.com
mailto:emfab2@comcast.net
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I WANT TO JOIN!   

I would like to become a member of BNC,  Santa Clara Valley Chapter 

          ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP LEVELS 

 

  ____ Single Membership $60.00 fee includes National and Primary (Home Chapter) membership. 

  ____ Couples Membership $100.00 is discounted to $100.00. 

  ____ Associate Membership $18.00 covers membership in a second local Chapter. 

  ____ Contributing $85.00 

  ____ Sustaining $125.00 

 

  Name ________________________________________________________________Date__________ 

 

Significant Otherôs Name _____________________________________________________________ 

 

Address ____________________________________________________________________________ 
  

Phone________________________Cell________________________EMail_____________________ 

 

Birthday (Day/Month)______________________________ 
 

Enclosed is my check for $__________, made payable to BNC. Dues payments are tax deductible. 
 

Please indicate:  

 

New Membership ___How did you find out about BNC? ________________________Renewal___ 

 

  What is your passion? Do you have a special expertise or knowledge?________________________ 

 

Note: Annual dues apply through the following June 30th 

 

  Return the form, with your check to:  

 Jan Silver 

5526 Cribari Circle 

San Jose, CA 95135 

  1-408-274-6605   

grannyjts@aol.com 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
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Welcome New Members 

Sharon Benz, 8659 American Oak Drive, San Jose, CA  95135, 1-408-223-6882  sabenz@sbcglobal.net 

Elizabeth Devincenzi, 9012 Village View Dr, San Jose, CA 95135, 1-408-531-1031 bethdevincenzi@gmail.com 

Arlene and Bob Lapidus, 6271 Blauer Lane San Jose, CA  95135, 703-967-3627 boblapidus@gmail.com 

Carol Levitt, 3311 Lake Albano Circle San Jose, CA  95135, 1-408-532-8991 cjlevitt@aol.com  

Judy E. Rogers Neece, 8748 McCarty Ranch Drive. San Jose, CA 95135, 1-408-960-6300 judyrms@gmail.com 

Carolyn Terrill, 8032 Pinot Noir Ct. San Jose, CA  95135, 1-408-223-9819 golfbagsct@gmail.com 

 

Congratulations to: 

Judy Eskinazi on the birth of her fifth grandchild, Liora Stockdale Eskinazi 

Phylis Davis and Mark Lutvak on their recent marriage 

Estelle and Al Kadis on the birth of granddaughter Harper Eleanor Yarckin    

Rita Loren on the birth of her great granddaughter, Lone Gold  

 

Get well wishes to: 

Barbara Levine 

Jean Marxheimer 

Mimi Pass 

Clint Fisher 

 

Continued thoughts to: 
Lila Greenberg 

Helen Matzner 

 

Brandeis Briefsé.                       Rita Loren, 1-408-379-8681, ritalor-

¢ƘŜ ƻŶŎŜǊǎΣ ōƻŀǊŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ  
{ŀƴǘŀ /ƭŀǊŀ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ ƻŦ .b/  ǿƛǎƘΥ 

Our heartfelt condolences to:  

Shari Saul and her children on the death of her dear husband, Kevin and to his in laws  

Dr. David and Rocki Kramer 

MAY THE NEW YEAR BRING YOU, HEALTH, HOPE, PEACE, & JOY 

mailto:sabenz@sbcglobal.net
mailto:bethdevincenzi@gmail.com
mailto:boblapidus@gmail.com
mailto:cjlevitt@aol.com
mailto:judyrms@gmail.com
mailto:golfbagsct@gmail.com
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Recipient  Message Donor 

 LOUIS BRANDEIS CARD  

Dr. David and Rocki Kramer   With sympathy to you and your family on the Judy Stein 

Dr. David and Rocki Kramer   With sympathy to you and your family on the Diane and Emery Fabri 

 GOLDFARB LIBRARY CARD   

Jean Marxheimer                         Get well soon                                               Judy Stein 

Dr. David and Rocki Kramer   With sympathy to you and your family on the BNC Board 

 MILLIONTH CARD  

Cy Axelrad   Happy you are feeling better Judy Stein 

Cy Axelrad   Happy you are feeling better Herb and Marilyn Meltzer  

Dr. David and Rocki Kramer With sympathy to you and your family on the Joyce Mendel 

Dr. David and Rocki Kramer With sympathy to you and your family on the Janet and Iz Truman 

Clint Fisher   Happy you are feeling better  Judy Stein 

Clint Fisher   Happy you are feeling better  Joyce Mendel  

Jean Marxheimer     Get Well Soon  Joyce Mendel  

BOOK FUND 

 
A BRANDEIS Chaired by Glenda Dennis                                                                                                  
Lois G. Tager, M.Ed., CSA, and Life Member of the Brandeis National Womenôs Committee recently published a 

timely book entitled What To Do With Your Stuff:  A Guide to Decisions About Personal Possessions and Life 

Choices. This book is a primer for baby boomers, seniors and families. 

 

Where:        The Saratoga Library, 13650 Saratoga Avenue, Saratoga 

When:          Tuesday, October 20, 2015 at 10:30AM 

Admission:  Non-perishable food or monetary donation to Second Harvest Food Bank 

 

Lois G. Tager, M.Ed., CSA, and Life Member of the Brandeis National Committee recently published a timely book 

entitled What To Do With Your Stuff:  A Guide to Decisions About Personal Possessions and Life Choices.  

This book is a primer for baby boomers, seniors and families. 

What To Do With Your Stuff details the aspects of storing, assigning, allocating, organizing and even the disposing 

of your possessions.  It offers real-life answers to questions about what to do with your personal property and the 

importance of telling the story of precious family heirlooms as well as deciding how to pass those treasured items on 

to your loved ones.    Problems with moving and downsizing are also addressed.  The book also confronts the crucial 

issue of end-of-life decisions and includes a chapter written by local attorney Roy W. Litherland regarding legal is-

sues.  A journal to contemplate and record important life decisions is also provided. 

Lois G. Tager believes strongly in educating families about issues affecting seniors and their families.  Lois has a 

wealth of knowledge regarding geriatric care and end-of-life decisions and she is delighted to share that knowledge. 

Reservations: by October 14 to Glenda Dennis   1-408-253-4391     glenden@sbcglobal.net 
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SUPPORTING SOCIAL JUSTICE  AND COMMUNITY SERVICE                                   By Estelle Kadis 

 

We are always looking for members who want to participate in helping others in our community.  It 

makes us feel good when we know our efforts are making someone elseôs quality of life better.  Last 

year with the diligence and excellent efforts of Judy Eskinazi and her volunteers, our chapterôs pro-

ject (Music and Memory) had a really great start. Donations of nine Ipods were given to San Jose 

Healthcare and Wellness Center to be used by residents in their Music and Memory Program to pro-

vide them with their music preferences.   

The staff wrote a beautiful letter of appreciation to me addressed to the Brandeis National Committee.  

 

Marcie Pais did an outstanding job in chairing the special gifts for the needy during the holiday season.   

The Jewish Family Service sponsored this project. 

 

At each Board Meeting, our Board Members brought unopened cans and food products for the Second Harvest.  

Iris Drotman kindly delivered these items to the Second Harvest monthly.  At Camp Brandeis, on August 3, we 

brought up projects that we might like to work on this coming year. These will be discussed at our next Board 

Meeting.   

Social 

Justice 

IMPORTANT NOTICE        Change in Mailing Policy effective with Sept/Oct, 2015 Bulletin 
As you are probably aware, printing and mailing costs of our bimonthly bulletins have skyrocketed. In or-

der to continue mailing you the specially-printed copies of our chapter bulletins, the Board must institute a 

pre-paid fee of $10 per year, to help ease at least some of the costs of printing, handling, and mailing. This 

policy change will be effective starting with the September-October 2015 Bulletin. Should you wish to continue to 

receive the Bulletin via the post office, please fill out the form below and return it together with your $10 payable to 

BNC. 8471 Grenache Court San Jose, CA 95135-1420 

If you are now receiving the E-Bulletin, you donôt have to take any further steps. 

Note: If you prefer to convert to the E-Bulletin (no annual fee), please send your e-mail address to  

Janet Truman at: bubbetruman@gmail.com  

 

 

YES. I wish to receive printed copies of the BULLETINS for the 2015-2016 Chapter Year 

(Sept/Oct; Nov/Dec; Jan/Feb; Mar/Apr; May/June). 

Enclosed find my check for $10.00 payable to BNC, Mail to 8471 Grenache Court, San Jose, CA 95135-1420 

 

NAME____________________________________________________________PHONE__________________ 

 

ADDRESS_____________________________________________________E-ADDRESS__________________ 

  

 
 

mailto:bubbetruman@gmail.com



